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Of Mr. Bedford’s Book lately publifb'd, call’d, The Evil and Danper-of Stare-W{aps. 


A fhort Hiftorical View of the Stage. 
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From (iehnestay, November 13. to Saturday, November 16. 1706. 








Coury. Nf Aller, I have lopg’d for an Op- 
portunity to get your Opini- 
on of this Book, written by the Reverend and 
Learned Dr. Bedford of Briftol. Iam glad we 
have fuch an honeft Clergy-man living.. I 
hope we have many of’em; but I wonder they 
don’t join Forces; that they don’t, from every 
Pulpit and Prefs, fire at the Play-houfes, thofe 
Seminaries of Vice, and Marts of Hell, where 
the Devil keeps open Shop, and gets Multitudes 
of Cuftomers. Ithink, Mafter, this is one of 
the beft Rooks that has been written on this 
. Obf, Indeed, Roger, *tis an excellent. Book: 
I pray God blefs the Reverend Auther, and 
make, him a. glorious Inftrument in his Hand, 
in pulling down Vice, and battering the Syna- 
gogues and Forts of Satan in this Kingcom. 
He muft, like his noble Predeceffors, expect no 
Reward in this Life.. His Reward, like the 
Weapons of his Warfare, isnot carnal; but 
what adds to the Glory of his Enterprize, and 
hei#htens the Honour of his Service, is, that 
he wages War with Principalities and Powers, 
with the black Legions of eternal Night, and 
the united Forces of Helf upon Earth ; thofe 
Great Ones, that are the Abettors, and who 
ftand by the Minifters of the Prince of Dark- 
nefs, the Players; to him they belong, and 
from him they have their Credentials. 
~ Blefféd be God, Roger, we have many learn- 
ed Divines of the Church of Exgland, that have 
fpoken againft the Stage from thg Pulpit, 
whofe righteous Souls are griev’d, forely grie- 
ved at the Inighity of the Times; but what 
can they do more than {peak ? more than tell 
their Hearers of it, and of the Judgments.of 
God denounc’d in ee againft thefe Pa- 
trons of Vice, thefe Deformers of Reformation, 
by whofe Intereft, a Deluge of Vice has-over- 
flow’d.the habitable Parts of our Ifland, and’ 
for whofe fake the Land mourns ? 
_ Roger, you and are often pleafant and mer- 
ty; with which, I hope no Body can jultly 
i ‘ : Be ry highs often aoa a 
on this Subejct, and tho’ we never to re 
form the Great Ones atthe ite. » ifwecan. 
_infttu@ the common People, whofe Souls are 
as dear to Chrift, and as much the Purchafe 
of his Blood, we have the defir'd Effet of our 
abours, and fhall-heartily rejoyce, when we 
find others out-do usin thisSetVvice. God in- 
creafé’ the’ Number of Labourers in this Vine- 


ard. | ! = 
hea we go about a Thing, let us put the 


Queftion, ‘Caz Bono 2. ‘For what good End and! 
Putpoft dowe engage in thisEnterprize ? If | 


neither the Honour of God, the Intereft of Re- 
ligion, the Retormation of Manners, the good 
of our Country, or fome other juftifiable Good, 
be the ultimate End of our Defign, the Work 
is ill begun, and not worth ending. 

Country-m. Matter, I am loath to- perfwade 
you tromit,and yet it feems dangerous tor you 
to enter upon this Difcourfe; youknow how 
it has far'd with us already ; we have been 
introduc’d, and: reprefented on the Stage, as 
a Couple of ftrange: Monfters, drefs’d up in 
Bear-ikins; but this was only to the Devil’s 
Servants, the Auditors; but I am affraid we 
may have fuffer’d for,this by a fide Wind, 
whert the true Canfe of our Suffering has been 
conceal’d. _ : ) 

Obf: ’Tis true, Roger, I have been expos’d 
on the Stage, and profecuted for writing a- 
gin the Papifts at the fame Time; but it 

as been done by thofe,. whofe Favour I al- 
ways contemn’d, whofe Malice I never fear’d, 


rand whofe ill Word wasalways a Reputation 


toany Man. ‘Tis true too, Roger, the Play- 
ers are her Majefty’s ‘Servants, fo ftil'd in 
their Bills; the higheft Affront .can be given 
a Proteftant Queen: Their Patrons are in Pow- 
er, and have given fome of the Play-wrights 
the chief Wheels in the .Devil’s Clock-work ; 
good Offices under the Government, when o- 
others,that have written in Defence of our holy 
Religion, and the Liberties of our Country, 
have met with another fort of Ufage. 

Roger, we muft not be affraid to fpeak or 
write againft the Stage ; there is no Order a- 
game it,as concefning the Scotch Union; any 

an may oppofe the Union and Argument 
with Hell, as prejudicial to the Religious 
and Civil Intereft of our Realm; andone, for. 
ought I know, may {fpoil the other, that we. 
fo much,wifh for. God. will not be mock’,d 
and the Scots may fay, we will-not unite with 
you; left we partake of your Sins. 7 
 Tamalways mindful of putting Things in 
a true Light, and therefore I fuite my Dif- 
courfe Stile to the Capacity, as near as I 
can of the meaneft: Subject in Ayygliad, and 
intending, God willing, to go through, at 
all Times, with this Difcourfe. For the clear- 
ing of the. Point, I fhall give you afhort Hi- 
{torical View of the Stage. 

FE fhall not trouble you with a large Ac-. 
count of the Greciam and Roman Plays; it is 
fafficient to tell you, that the Heathens us’d 
’em as inftrutive to Vertue, and that their 


'Drammatick Performances, to our Shame be 


it fpoken, were far more innocent and modeft, 





than fince Chriftianity came intothe World. 
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fight, where fome have ~ got their Martial X,;, 
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Tiine in Kngland. The Stage did not put on } prefent the Stage in the 
its Vicious Habit, or pot plfche of Mo-} , A Pebicescnd endéw'd with" Vettues not tithes 
delty at once it creept upon us b “ely 98's wath ody former MS, ave}, 
it come to its full Zenith im the ye of Ki re nae Descnfh! of ah eee: te 

Charles the Second, when Pimips, Panders, Pa- . Educa 


on and Principles, gave us the fismeti- Hopes. of 


rafites, Players, and Play-wrights, inftead of Growth of Piety, when we faw the Garden of Vm, th 


Politicias, fill’d a luxurious, inftead of a ver-| Wate by her own Hand; and the greaett Ep 


tuous: Court. 


Folnfon, Beaumont, Fletcher, and others of 
the old Drammatick Writers, did not attain 
to that Pitch of Vice; as their Succeffors have upon the Stage, and afverwards, itt Fafter Ters 
done ; tho? in the Reign of King Charles 1. |S layers belonging to the Hotife in Little 


Petes . 
ment given to Religio by herown Pious Examp| ; 
The Piayers had before been profecuted at Law, re the 
Court of Common Pleas; inthe Year 1699, upon the Sea. 
tute of 3 Fic. 1. for profanely wfing the Name of Gog 


Lincolas. a 


| : Fields, were indittéd: at the -Bench 
there was ng ha aon enough given to the | the Right Hono the tetra ter Jubtic by 4 “gre 
Stage; for I have icen a Play, printed in that | were found meg in. bowl; Courts. a 
Reign, which was acted on the Lord’s Day,|). This w 


before the King at Whiteball; which Praétice; little Ground by it ; nar had her Ma efiy’s 


a {mall Repuife, andVertne gain’ bet 


tder fo) 


hibiti 
together with reading the Book of Sports on a perelas whatever was off-nfive on the iptagd 3 asallo 


the fame Day in the Pulpits, brought the hea- gig and. Gentlemens going behind the 


iforders and ill Cafioms,. fuch as admitting 


Scenes, 
vy Judgment of a civil War'upon this wicked | &¢- any bevter Eff. & ; for their Impuence was 


d 
ted in the Blood of the Prince; .and im the beft cred Majclly, to contemn her pibus Core, and vifibly to af 


| front her, faysthis learned Author, Mr, Bedf aide 


1owy, 
and miferable Nation; which War termina- 0 great, a infule the Royal Authority, to dae a fis 


Blood in England befides. If we would avoid} And 


eee, the fame ad Ath am 


the like Punithments, let us beware of the like the Play,-call'd An AG at Nenipacs 


procuring Caufes. 
But thro’ what Rivers,Streams, and fta 


Pools of Vice muft wecome, to the Reigi 
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King Charles 11. ¢ notenly Knee,but even Chit * is pleas'd to es on it as an Affiont to her Maley 


deep. Such an Inundation of Vice was never |, 
known, fuch an Agrecment with Hell was ne- ' the me Py hs 
ver made, {uch deadly Wounds to Vertue were} « on, 


“ to Regulations. not fufficient, and yer ig 
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never given, ThePlayers, who had the Char- |“ gion it elf, and pleads we etane and bei 2 
may 


ters of their Freedoms under the Sign Mamual “' and thar her 





ani Lucifer, had em back’d by one who was « gulag of he (tho "in. reed ‘Term th chat rte 


ftil’d the Lord’s Anointed. Poor fneaking Vertue 


retir'd to melancholy and unfrequented Shades, 


lating of the Pla may occafion a Rebe 
 limpudene og Aira O.cafion a Rebelia! 
a ty had and all good Men of her fide, and 


to dark Alchoves, and fecret Receffes 4 Ties they ‘have the vag and ged Imps of theirs; let ’em 


Went in ‘Friumph, gorgeoufly array’ and ui, r ype * not value their Threats; 
arm’d Cap-a-pee, with Sword and Dagger in| for f tis i te May has Ahoriz Mr, Vanbrugh, 
Hand, and with Royal Authority to murder | 2nd Mr. 


Fertue. O tempora! O-mores! 


this? 
that Reign, to let Mice flow in upon us? 
effeminate, debauch, and. rtin P 
Qualitiesy ro procure the i Eff. 
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I hope Penglesmety 2 ou won’r afc me the Meaning of | © 
Why the Banks 4: Vertue were broken down in 


nd ¢ | ) That fale out Ta next time we talkon 


atrended- that Corruption ; that.you made 
fuch a Jeit of Religion on the Stage, that it was almoft Son of 







Congreve, to eign into the Plays, for the 
|e, cea the ‘A bufes dounciath 2 of the Stage, 
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a Coll of London, an: 
Baie Gut of the Pulpits, ond we had little more rene ra aes ‘to “Eing Charles Tl. 
ia ace aes ‘ca 
i ving Do 5 dof » owe ell U Sores, 
that berwixe tlie Stage and the Pulpit, we fies, Ru pape, the 
and arbitrary Power come.in: upon us in the Rei ‘Venereal Difeafe, with 
King Fames 1, which put us, hes . » all Conitj at all 
rintent of ig ina ee ik ’ of the } withogt F hrxing, of 
my, to deliver ts from bo | the Ufe of Merc Prepagatigns, ( which'is 
coda the Reign of King Wl cd Beate easterd oe .) Theft Medicines need no Words to 


nae Order againft ic; bue was fo fardifcounte- | 
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that Prince, that he newer honour’d them with | cur’d after given aver by c thiets, and the daily and 


his Rone Prefence during his whole Reign ; 
I hear’d him once openly aoa weehnn js 
rian: A great Honour, 


that neither Prince nor 


for whic 
Erich, Rt Soveraign ly 
ries dying Poe mo is Se nts a : 
People of that Perfwaficm {ns I thea tal Met be ye 
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the | Ability. The Drink is 35. the Quart, the Pills rs. the 


n decline from 
Paths of Wickednefs, but ‘be Pretely be he’s reckon’d out of si pent with Direétions; and Advice gratis to thofe afar tee 


the Way of the Charch, and one of that Party. 
_King William hever went to the Play-houfe to Yearn 
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